By Mark J. Palmer Associate Director International Marine Mammal Project Earth Island Institute Berkeley, CA Andrew Darby is a reporter from Tasmania who has followed environmental issues for a variety of newspapers in Australia. One of the best-informed journalists on whaling issues, Darby has been following the meetings of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) for many years.
His new book "Harpoon: Into the Heart of Whaling" is a detailed history of the IWC up to 2007. The IWC was established in 1949 with the dual (and diametrically opposed) purposes of protecting whales and promoting the whaling industry.
In its first few decades, the IWC was largely a club for the whaling industry to divvy up whale stocks, particularly in the rich waters of the Antarctic Ocean, for the annual slaughter. With the advent of Earth Day 1970, whales became the international symbol of all the greed, anti-science, and ignorance humans have used to exploit natural "resources". The cry of "Save the Whales" led to many countries, including the US, UK, Australia, and South Africa, to drop their whaling industry and instead advocate at the IWC for protection of whales. In 1982, a resolution was finally passed with three-quarters majority voting to end all commercial whaling for a long-term moratorium (the resolution went into effect in the 1985-86 Antarctic season).
Unfortunately, under the IWC Convention, there are many loopholes through which the now diminished whaling industry could drive their catcher-boats. Norway and later Iceland continued whaling under provisions allowing a country to file an "objection" to any restr ictions whatsoever in the IWC regulations. Japan became even more creative, switching from killing whales for commerce to killing the same whales for "scientific research," in which (in order not to "waste" the meat) the dead carcasses resulting from this lethal (and quite unnecessary) "research" wound up in supermarkets anyway.
In more recent years, the balance of conservation versus exploitation in the IWC has been shifting back and forth, with Japan literally bribing many small, third-world nations with millions of yen in fisheries aid to join the IWC and support the position of Japan in favor of whaling (including such unlikely pro-whaling countries as Mali and Mongolia, neither of which has a shoreline).
Darby discusses these events in detail, being a journalist observer in the annual IWC meetings and a researcher roaming the world to get answers to some of the questions raised by the fight over whaling. He includes extensive documentation of his work in the Notes section of the book.
Like all such "up-to-the-minute" books, "Harpoon" necessarily ends in midstream, with further machinations on the horizon for the IWC, as outlined in Darby's Epilogue. There will likely be many more opportunities in the future to add to further editions of "Harpoon."
For those interested in the latest maneuvering by conservationists and whalers alike, "Harpoon" provides the best description of the problems of the IWC, surely one of the worst examples of international cooperation on our planet. It presents insights into the difficulty of maintaining our oceans as healthy ecosystems while economic engines of destruction continue to grind away. Highly recommended! For More 5 Star Customer Reviews and Lowest Price:
Harpoon: Into the Heart of Whaling (Merloyd Lawrence Book) by Andrew Darby -5 Star Customer Reviews and Lowest Price!
